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New Council and State Officers Elected 
for  Columbian Year  2011-2012�

Council 4828 
Council 4828 held our nominations for officers for Columbian 
Year 2011/2012 on 18 May.  Elections were subsequently held 
on 1.  As it turned out, our slate officers will not be changing 
very much.  Br. Ted Balash will be replacing Br. Doug Lynch 
as Treasurer, Br. Matt Maffi will be moving from Outside 
Guard to Inside Guard, replacing Br. Jimmy Barry, and Br. 
Gordon Southfield will be our new Outside Guard.  As a 
result, our new officers are as follows: 

Grand Knight Brad Jackson 
Deputy Grand Knight Phil Sabatino 
Financial Secretary   Jim Shurtliff 
Chancellor   Richard Gerten 
Treasurer   Ted Balash 
Advocate   Rob Davis 
Warden   Gary Butori 
Recorder   Matt Louie 
Inside Guard   Matt Maffi 
Outside Guard   Gordon Southfield 
Third Year Trustee   Dennis Kathrein 
Second Year Trustee  Marty Maffi 
First Year Trustee   Roland Encarnacion 

Br. Pat Laca will also be remaining in the appointed position 
of Lecturer.  Council 4828 congratulates these Br. Knights and 
thanks them for continuing in and accepting their new 
positions.  Their official terms began on 1 July.  All Br. 
Knights are asked to provide them with your full support 
throughout the following fraternal year. Our actual Installation 
Ceremony and Dinner will be scheduled in the near future. 

The Council has had a very successful year and we would like 
to thank GK Brad Jackson and all of the current year’s officers 
and committee chairmen for their leadership and support.  We 
are looking forward to doing even more in the upcoming 
fraternal year.�

Nevada State Council 
Elections for the Nevada State Council’s new 
officers were held on 30 April at the 101st 
Annual State Convention and year-end meeting, 
in Las Vegas, NV. 

Congratulations to the following individuals who 
were elected to the various State Council offices: 

State Deputy  David Ryan 
State Secretary  John Layman  
State Treasurer David Briggs  
State Advocate  Patrick Sullivan  
State Warden  Ramiro "Ray" Gardea 

Other state officers will be: 

State Chaplain  Rev. Albert Felice-Pace 
State Chaplain Most Rev. Phillip F. 
     Emeritus    Straling 
Admin. Assistant TBD 
Immediate Past State  James Kelly 
District #3 Deputy  Bob Greer (Council 4828) 

Various council and individual awards were also 
presented at the convention but, unfortunately, 
Council 4828 was not selected to receive any of 
this year’s awards. 

Delegates to the 129th Supreme Convention, 
which will take place on 2-4 August in Denver, 
Colorado will be David Ryan (SD), James Kelly 
(IPSD), David Strait (PSD), Wayne Bieniasz 
(PSD), and John Layman (SS). 

Br. Knights are asked to provide the new State 
Officers with your full support during the 
upcoming 2011/2012 fraternal year.�
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Over the course of the past several years, Knights of Columbus, Fallon Council 4828 has set a portion of our 
proceeds aside in a Certificate of Deposit (CD) as a building fund. In addition, the parishioners and Building and 
Plant Committee of St. Patrick©s Catholic Church are making plans to replace the current structure known as Moiola 
Hall with a new building that will better suit the needs of our growing parish.  Since Council 4828 currently uses 
Moiola Hall, and will continue to utilize the new parish hall, for our regular business meetings and various other 
functions, Br. Ed Kraker, Jr., proposed that the Council consider donating the funds from the Council’s building fund 
CD to the parish, for the stated purpose of being applied toward the construction costs of the new parish hall.  

In accordance with the Council By-Laws, Article 7, Section 3, a Resolution of Intent was read at the Council©s regular 
business meeting on 4 May, 2011 and subsequently mailed to all Council members as notification concerning the 
proposal, itself, and a final discussion and vote on the Resolution, which took place on 1 June.  Unfortunately, Br. Ed 
passed away shortly after making his proposal, but he would be happy to know that the Resolution’s passage was 
unanimously approved by the members present during the discussion and vote.  As a result, approximately $5,620 
from the subject CD will be transferred to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church when it matures in early August and then 
subsequently applied toward the construction of the new parish Hall 
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The following information, in part, came from the “Official Knights of Columbus Emblems and Council Jewels”  pamphlet (#1910) that is published 
by the Supreme Council.  It is my intention to include similar articles about the various Officer Jewels in future editions of Oasis Knightline.  Jim 
Shurtliff – Financial Secretary 

The Emblem of the Order - May 
be worn at any formal Knights of 
Columbus event by Third and 
Fourth Degree members. 

The Columbian Squires 
Emblem - Letters on the arms 
of the Maltese Cross 
represents: “P” - physical 
development; “I” - intellectual 
development; “S” - spiritual 
growth and practice of our 
faith; and “C” - development of 

citizenship and civic life.  The large letters represent; 
“C” - Christ; “S” - Squires; and “K” - Knights of 
Columbus.  The Squires motto “Esto Dignus,’ is Latin 
for “Be Worthy. 

The 4th Degree Emblem - The triad emblem of the 
Fourth Degree features the Dove, the Cross and the 
Globe.  The Dove - classic symbol of the Holy Spirit and 
Peace - is shown hovering over the orb of the earth 
(Globe). Both are mounted on a variation of the 
Crusader’s Cross - that which was found on the tunics 
and capes of the Crusading Knights who battled to 
regain the Holy Land from the pagans.  

Our Honored Order cherishes as its patron Christopher 
Columbus: Christopher - Christ Bearer; and Columbus - Dove of Peace, 
symbolizing the Paraclete.  

Spiritually, the sacred symbols on the emblem typify the Union of the Three 
Divine Persons in one Godhead - the most Blessed Trinity: the Globe - God 
the Father, Creator of the Universe; the Cross - God the Son, Redeemer of 
Mankind; and the Dove - God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of Humanity.  

The colors of the symbols are: a blue Globe with the lands of the Western 
Hemisphere in white; a red Cross with gold borders, and gold knobs at the 
end of the points forming the ends of the arms of the Cross (also known as 
the Isabella Cross); and a white dove. 

Red, white and blue are the colors of the flag of the country in which our 
Order originated, and are used to stress the basic principal of the Fourth 
Degree . . . PATRIOTISM. 

 
 



 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Date 
 

11 June 
11 June 
15 June 
2 July 
4 July 
6 July 
20 July 
31 July 

3 August 
6 August 

17 August 
 

TBD 

 
Event 
 
Par ish Blood Dr ive 
Members Only Adult Social (Tr i-Tip Dinner)  
Meeting 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Independence Day   
Meeting 
Meeting / 1st Degree  
Corporate Communion 
Meeting 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Meeting 
 
Installation of Officers Dinner  

 
Where / When 
 
Moiola Hall / All Day  
Moiola Hall /  
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM  
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM  
Enjoy our  Nation’s Bir thday  
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
Moiola Hall / 6:30 PM  
St. Patr ick’s Church / 8:00 AM Mass 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
 
TBD 

 
�

Memorial Day Remembrance 
On Friday evening, 27 May, Council 4828 remembered our deceased Brethren who are 
buried in the local Churchill County Cemetery by placing special Knights of Columbus 
flags on their graves over Memorial Day weekend.  As in years past, we Council 
members met at the cemetery and prayed the Rosary as we moved through the 
cemetery and placed the K of C memorial flags on the 33 members of our Council who 
are now buried there.  The following individuals were present:  Bob Greer, Pat Laca, 
Richard Gerten, John Matarazza, Dennis Kathrein, Gary Butori, Ben Leynes, Marty 
Cobb, and Jim Shurtliff (and his daughter, Teresa).  The flags were retrieved on the 
following Monday evening, 31 May.  Br. Matt Louie also visited the Veteran’s Memorial 
Cemetery in Fernley in remembrance of our five Council members who are buried there.  
This is an annual Council event, so please plan to join us next year on the Friday 
evening of Memorial Day weekend.�

 

Recent Passing of Brother  Knights   

It is with deep sorrow that Council 4828 must report that three of our Brother 
Knights have recently passed away: 

Brother Thomas Pflum passed away on Tuesday, April 19th.  Br. Tommy joined 
the Knights of Columbus and went through his 1st, 2nd and 3rd Degrees in June of 
1949, so he was an Honorary Life member of our Council with almost 62 years of 
service to the Order.  Br. Tommy was also a Charter Member of Fallon Council 
4828 and, at age 93, he was also the oldest member of the Council.  He served as 
Grand Knight during the 1961/62 and 1969/70 fraternal years.  Br. Tommy was 
laid to rest in the Churchill County Cemetery in Fallon.  He will be missed. 

Brother Jerry Keener passed away on Monday, 
May 2nd, at the age of 59.  Br. Jerry joined the 
Knights of Columbus through Fallon Council 
4828 in December of 1990 and completed his 2nd 
and 3rd Degrees in April of 1991.  He then joined 
the 4th Degree through Father Sauveur “Sam” 
Dominique Tambourin Assembly 2739 in April 
of 2005.  Br. Jerry was an active member of the 
Knights and served in several different offices in 

both the Council and the Assembly.  He will be missed.  Br. Jerry was laid to rest 
in the Northern Nevada Veteran’s Cemetery in Fernley.  

Brother Edward Kraker, Jr., passed away on 
Monday, May 16th at age 77.  Br. Ed joined the 
Order through Fallon Council 4828 in March of 
1983 and completed his 2nd and 3rd Degrees a 
month later.  In March of 1988, he joined the 
4th Degree through Bishop Manogue Assembly 
612 in Reno and then helped establish Father 
Sauveur “Sam” Dominique Tambourin 
Assembly 2739 in Fallon in 2002.  Br. Ed was 

an Honorary Life member of the Order with 29 years of service.  He served as 
Council 4828’s Grand Knight during the 1997/98 fraternal year and as the 
Assembly 2739’s Faithful Navigator during the 2007/08 fraternal year.  Through 
the years, Br. Ed also served in several other office and committee positions in 
both the Council and the Assembly and was responsible for several Council 
customs, including our well-known “green jackets.”   Br. Ed was laid to rest in 
the Churchill County Cemetery in Fallon.  He will be missed. 

These three members will be greatly missed by our Council, by our parish, and 
by their families and friends.�Please pray for the repose of their souls and also 
for their families and friends. 
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Knights of Columbus Insurance - Your  Shield for  L ife 
 

Br. Joe Melancon, FIC  
 

License:  NV - #680570  CA - #OG87473 
Address: PO Box 5160, Fallon, NV  89407       Phone: (775) 427-5281, Fax: (775) 423-9281               EMAIL:  joseph.melancon@kofc.org         

"It is a strange anomaly that men should be careful to insure their houses, their ships, and their merchandise, and yet neglect  
to insure their lives; surely the most important of all to their families and more subject to loss." - Benjamin Franklin 

April Article 
FRATERNAL YEAR ENDING –  

STAR COUNCIL AWARD GOALS 
Now is the time to be looking ahead and taking stock of attaining 
your council’s Coveted Star Council Award Goals.  The June 30, 
2011 deadline will come quickly enough.  I will help you in any 
way I can to meet those goals for the 2010-2011 Fraternal year. I’m 
certainly committed to helping on the insurance side, but I’ ll be glad 
to help on the membership side as well.   

If you know an eligible Catholic man who might be interested in 
joining the Order (and who among us doesn’ t), he’s probably just 
waiting to be asked.  I can help you, either by approaching him 
myself, or by helping you to recruit him and other prospects.  As 
always, I’m at your service. 

Let’s continue our momentum for attaining those goals and 
objectives that are so critical to the growth of your council:  
Recruitment, Insurance members and council activities.  

With all of us working together, our fraternal leaders and our 
professional field force, we can help the Order to continue to grow 
and obtain the Coveted Start Council Award. 

To contact me with regards to any of your insurance needs, please 
call my office at 775.427.5281 or e-mail me at 
joseph.melancon@kofc.org 

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent, 

Joseph Melancon 

May Article 
I f You Haven’ t Visited The Knights of  

Columbus Web Site In A While 
If you haven’ t visited the Knights of Columbus Web site in a while, 
I encourage you to do so the next time you’ re online.  There are 
many exciting features on www.kofc.org, but there are two that I 
wish to make you especially aware of. 

The first is our (Click on the Insurance icon at top of web page) 
member testimonial area, titled “Stages of Life.”   In this multi-
media area, six “ real-life”  stories are told – stories of people at 
different stages of their lives.  Chances are one of them will sound a 
lot like you.  These people talk about how their Knights of 
Columbus agent took the time to demonstrate for them the need for 
life insurance in their lives.  I’ ll be happy to do that for you and 
your family as well. 

The second is our Life Insurance Calculator.  This handy, easy-to-
use online tool was developed to allow you, in about 15-20 minutes, 
to  estimate  the amount of  life insurance  coverage  you  need.  The  

information you’ ll be asked to provide will be basic (the type most folks 
would tend to have at their fingertips), and secure (it’s intended to be used 
solely for the purposes of the online calculator – the Order won’ t capture it 
or share it with anyone, including me!). 

I stress that the number you’ ll receive is an estimate, based on the basic 
information you provide.  It’s not intended to take the place of the free, 
professional needs analysis that I’ ll be happy to provide for you and your 
family.  Give me a call – I’d like to meet with you. 

To contact me with regards to any of your insurance needs, please call my 
office at 775.427.5281 or e-mail me at joseph.melancon@kofc.org. 

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent, 

Joseph Melancon 

June Article 
Poll: Success L inked to Ethics  

A poll of Americans and high-level business leaders proved what Knights of 
Columbus insurance agents have known for generations: religious beliefs 
and values should be an integral guide to business decision making.   

Those surveyed also revealed they believe personal and corporate gain drives 
executives’  decisions. Overall, they believe, as do the majority of the 
executives polled, that the moral compass of corporate America points in the 
wrong direction.   

Only 19 percent of Americans would award corporate America a grade of A 
or B for its honesty and ethical conduct. Forty percent of these respondents 
had the banking and financial industry in mind when answering.  

The positive side is that 75 percent of Americans surveyed believe that it is 
possible to be successful and ethical in business. They also believe that high 
ethical standards strengthen a company’s advantage over its competitors, in 
both the short- and long-term.  

Additionally, more than 90 percent of people strongly consider a company’s 
reputation for honesty and ethical conduct when considering whether or not 
to invest with them.   

Nearly two-thirds of those polled believe corporate leaders should rely on 
their religious values for guidance in the business arena.   

In this tough economic climate, it’s of paramount importance that all Knights 
are reminded of the moral, ethical commitment of the Order to serve its 
members and their families. Earning just a passing grade is not acceptable to 
me or the other professional insurance agents of the Knights of Columbus.  

To contact me with regards to any of your insurance needs, please call my 
office at (775) 427-5281 or e-mail me at joseph.melancon@kofc.org. 

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent, 

Joseph Melancon 

Knights of Columbus - Protecting Families for  Generations  
KC Fraternal Benefits....." Where you have Ownership" !!! 

Making a Difference for Life  
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When a state or local Council raises one-half of the cost of purchasing an ultrasound machine for a pro-life pregnancy center, the 
Supreme Council will match the other half of the machine’s cost.  So far this year, Knights of Columbus Councils in Northern Nevada 
have collected sufficient funds to obtain ultra machines for both Carson City and Reno and these machines have since been installed 
and are now helping to save the lives of the unborn.   

Council 4828 voted to make a $200 donation to support this initiative and Grand Knight Brad Jackson attended the dedication of the 
new unit in Reno after it was installed.  Since additional funds are still available and donations are still coming in, plans are in progress 
to hopefully obtain another ultrasound machine for the Care Net Crisis Pregnancy Center in Fallon, once the proper licensing, staff, 
training, and other requirements have been met and ensured.  For additional information on this program, contact the Office of Pro-
Life, Marriage, and Family Values at 203-752-4403 or by email to william.obrien@kofc.org.�
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As this Columbian year draws towards an end, I wonder where the year went. The State convention is now past, having attended it in 
Las Vegas the Weekend of April 30th thru May 2nd. It has been a very busy year, but still there are things to accomplish. 

First we as a State are behind in new membership. We should always be on the lookout for new potential Knights to strengthen our 
councils with new blood which will revitalize our council by bringing new ideas and man power.  If you have been considering asking a 
fellow parishioner please go ahead and approach him with a form 100. 

Life Insurance is always a topic that knights should keep in mind to protect his family in the event of an untimely passing.  Is your family 
adequately covered to make up for your income if it was no longer available? I encourage each Knight to have your insurance plan 

reviewed with our field agent, Joe Melancon.  His Bus. Phone number is: 
775-427-5281 and his e-mail is joseph.melancon@kofc.org. There are a 
couple of exciting new insurance products which Joe has to offer.  One 
being, that if you are under sixty-five, you are now insurable no matter 
what your health is. 

If you have not attended a Council meeting lately, try to make one at 7:30 
on the first and third Wednesday each month. You are missed and we 
look forward to your fellowship. 

Finally, I ran across this sign above Bishop Ca. at 8500 feet.  I was proud 
to see it and I hope you will share in my pride of seeing Knights doing 
good civic work throughout the community!  
                                                                             Vivat Jesus 
                                                                             District Deputy #3 
                                                                             Bob Greer 


