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 (Copied from an “Urgent News for Knights”  article:�New Haven, CT - March 16, 2008) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pope Benedict XVI Saturday approved a decree recognizing the heroic virtue of Father Michael J. McGivney, founder 
of the Knights of Columbus. The pope's declaration significantly advances the priest's process toward sainthood and 
gives the parish priest the distinction of "Venerable Servant of God." If canonized, Fr. McGivney would be the first 
American born priest to be so honored.  

"All of us who are members of the Knights of Columbus are profoundly grateful for this recognition of the holiness of 
our founder," said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. "The strength of the Knights of Columbus today is a testament to 
his timeless vision, his holiness and his ideals." 

Worried about the religious faith and financial stability of immigrant families, Father McGivney founded the Knights of 
Columbus with the help of several men of St. Mary's Parish in New Haven in 1882 to help strengthen the faith of the 
men of his parish and to provide financial assistance in the event of their death to the widows and orphans they left 
behind. He was also known for his tireless work among his parishioners. 

Born in Waterbury, Conn., Aug. 12, 1852, Michael Joseph McGivney, was the first of Patrick and Mary (Lynch) 
McGivney's 13 children, six of whom died in infancy or early childhood. His parents, natives of Ireland, had immigrated 
to the United States during the 19th century. Patrick was a molder in a Waterbury brass mill, where Michael himself 
worked for a brief time as a child to help support his family. 

From an early age, however, he realized a calling to the Catholic priesthood. After studying in several seminaries, he 
was ordained in that Baltimore's historic Cathedral by Cardinal James Gibbons Dec. 22, 1877. He took up his first 
assignment, as curate at St. Mary's Church, New Haven, Conn., Jan. 2, 1878. Father McGivney was named pastor of 
St. Thomas Church in Thomaston, Conn. in 1884. He became seriously ill with pneumonia in January 1890, and died 
Aug. 14, 1890 at age 38. 

The cause, or process, for Father McGivney's sainthood, was opened by Hartford Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin, in 
December 1997. The cause was presented to the Vatican in 2000, where it has been under review by the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints. With the pope's recent decree, and the authentication of a miracle at Father 
McGivney's intercession, the priest could be beatified. A second miracle would be required for canonization. 

Still maintaining its headquarters in New Haven, the Knights of Columbus is the world's largest Catholic Fraternal 
Organization with more than 1.7 million members in the United States, Canada, Mexico and Central America, the 
Caribbean islands, the Philippines, Guam and, most recently, Poland. 
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Venerable Servant of God / How the Process works 
Supreme Pontiff: Decree of the Heroic Virtues of the Servant of God 

Once the person's Heroic Virtues have been recognized by the Pope, they are called Venerable, e.g. Venerable Servant of God Louis Martin, or 
Venerable Louis Martin. 

Diocese: First Miracle Proposed in Support of the Cause 

The remaining step before beatification is the approval of a miracle, evidence of the intercessory power of the Venerable Servant of God and thus of his 
or her union after death with God. Those who propose a miracle do so in the diocese where it occurred, not in the diocese of the Cause, unless the 
same. The diocese of the miracle then conducts its own tribunals, scientific and theological.  

The scientific commission must determine by accepted scientific criteria that there is no natural explanation for the alleged miracle. While miracles could 
be of any type, those almost exclusively proposed for Causes are medical. These must be well-documented, both as regards the disease and the 
treatment, and as regard the healing and its persistence.  

While the scientific commission rules that the cure is without natural explanation, the theological commission must rule whether the cure was a miracle in 
the strict sense, that is, by its nature can only be attributed to God. To avoid any question of remission due to unknown natural causation, or even 
unrecognized therapeutic causation, theologians prefer cures of diseases judged beyond hope by medicine, and which occur more or least 
instantaneously. The disappearance of a malignancy from one moment to another, or the instantaneous regeneration of diseased, even destroyed, 
tissue excludes natural processes, all of which take time. Such cases also exclude the operation of the angelic nature. While the enemy could provoke a 
disease by his oppression and simulate a cure by withdrawing his action, the cure could not be instantaneous, even one day to the next. Much less can 
he regenerate tissue from nothing. These are, therefore, the preferred kinds of cases since they unequivocally point to a supernatural cause.  

The theological commission must also determine whether the miracle resulted through the intercession of the Servant of God alone. If the family and 
friends have been praying without cease to the Servant of God exclusively, then the case is demonstrated. However, if they have been praying to the 
Servant of God, to the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and others, then the case is clouded, and probably cannot be demonstrated. Thus, the task of the 
theological commission is two-fold, judge whether the cure was a miracle, and judge whether this miracle is due to the intercession of the Servant of 
God. The decision is forwarded to the Congregation in Rome. 

Congregation: First Miracle Proposed in Support of the Cause 

As occurred at the diocesan level, the Congregation for the Causes of the Saints establishes both scientific and theological commissions. The affirmative 
vote of the theological commission is transmitted to the General Meeting of the cardinal and episcopal members, whose affirmative judgment is 
forwarded to the Supreme Pontiff.  

It should be noted that in cases of martyrdom the miracle required for beatification can be waived - martyrdom being understood as a miracle of grace. In 
this case, the vote of the Congregation would establish the death of the Servant of God as true martyrdom, resulting in a Decree of Martyrdom by the 
Holy Father. 

Supreme Pontiff: Decree of a Miracle 

With the Holy Father's approval of a Decree of a Miracle, the Servant of God can be beatified. 

Blessed 

Supreme Pontiff: Beatification 

With the beatification rite, conducted on the authority of the Supreme Pontiff, the Venerable Servant of God is declared Blessed, e.g. Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta. This title enables the person to receive liturgical veneration (Mass, Divine Office, images in churches etc.) at the local level, usually restricted to 
those dioceses or religious institutes closely associated with the person's life. Other dioceses and institutes may petition the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments for the Indult to render cultus (veneration) to the Blessed. Without such Indult public veneration is illicit. 
The reason for this is that beatification is not considered an infallible papal act, and so it is not yet appropriate that the entire Church give liturgical 
veneration to the Blessed. Private devotion is, of course, permitted. Perhaps to reinforce this distinction, Pope Benedict XVI has restored the practice, in 
use prior to Pope Paul VI, of having the Prefect of the Congregation conduct the beatification, rather than the Pope doing it himself. 

Diocese: Second Miracle Proposed in Support of the Cause 

After beatification the Church looks for a second miracle before proceeding to canonization. The process is the same as it was for the miracle which 
made beatification possible. The alleged miracle is studied by scientific and theological commissions in the diocese in which it is alleged to have 
occurred.  

Congregation: Second Miracle Proposed in Support of the Cause 

After the diocesan process is concluded the proposed miracle is studied by a scientific and then a theological commission of the Congregation for the 
Causes of the Saints. The vote of this commission is forwarded to the episcopal members of the Congregation whose affirmative vote is communicated 
to the Holy Father. 

Supreme Pontiff: Decree of a Miracle 

The consent of the Holy Father to the decision of the Congregation results in a Decree of a Miracle. Canonization is now possible. 

Saint 

Supreme Pontiff: Canonization 

By the Rite of Canonization the Supreme Pontiff, by an act which is protected from error by the Holy Spirit, elevates a person to the universal veneration 
of the Church. By canonization the Pope does not make the person a saint. Rather, he declares that the person is with God and is an example of 
following Christ worthy of imitation by the faithful. A Mass, Divine Office and other acts of veneration, may now be offered throughout the universal 
Church.  

If the saint has some universal appeal he may be added to the general calendar of the Church as a Memorial or Optional Memorial. If the appeal is 
localized to a region of the world, a particular nation, or a particular religious institute, the saint may be added to the particular calendars of those 
nations or institutes, or celebrated by the clergy and faithful with a devotion to the saint with a votive Mass or Office. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
Date 

 
2 April 
5 April 
5 Apr il 
16 April 
16 April 
26 Apr il 
2-4 May 
3 May 
7 May 

11 May 
18 May 
21 May 
21 May 

23-26 May 
31 May 
4 June 
7 June 
18 June 
18 June 
28 June 
2 July 
5 July 

 
Event 
 
Meeting 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Par ish Blood Dr ive (we are hosting it) 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Meeting 
Adult Social / Dinner  
State Convention / Year-End Meeting 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Meeting / Nomination of Officers 
Mother ’s Day Tr ibute 
Graduating Senior ’s Mass and Breakfast 
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Meeting 
Memor ial Day Weekend / KC Flags at Cemetery 
2nd/3rd Degrees in Fallon 
Meeting / Election of Officers 
Living Rosary Prayer Service  
Living Rosary Prayer Service 
Meeting 
Corporate Communion 
Meeting 
Living Rosary Prayer Service  

 
Where / When 
 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM 
Moiola Hall / All Day 
St. Patrick’s Church / 7:00 PM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
Moiola Hall / 6:00 PM 
Ely, NV / According to Convention Schedule  
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patr ick’s Church/ 8:00 AM Mass 
St. Patr ick’s and TBD / 8:00 AM and following 
St. Patrick’s Church / 7:00 PM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
Fallon Cemetery on 23 May / 6:30 PM 
Moiola Hall / TBD 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM  
St. Patrick’s Church / 7:00 PM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patr ick’s Church / 8:00 AM Mass  
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM 
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM  

Officer’s meetings are held 1/2-hour prior to the regular Council meetings on the first Wednesdays of each month, as necessary. 
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In Your Corner – Insurance News  
 

Knights of Columbus - Protecting Families for Generations 
KC Fraternal Benefits....."Where you have Ownership"!!! 

Br. Todd Cabral, FIC  
(775) 842-8722 or (916) 997-9999            EMAIL:  Todd.Cabral@kofc.org            License:  NV - #542604  CA - #OF66958 

"It is a strange anomaly that men should be careful to insure their houses, their ships, and their merchandise, and yet neglect 
to insure their lives; surely the most important of all to their families and more subject to loss." - Benjamin Franklin 

January Ar ticle 

HAPPY NEW YEAR Brother Knights - 2008! 

Happy New Year to all my Brothers.  As Catholics, our new year begins at Advent. 
We have our own special start then.  As citizens we celebrate the annual festivities of 
a new calendar year.  I want to wish you all the safest of new years and to remind all 
my Brothers that the safest way to start the New Year is to protect all we own. Our 
loved ones cling on to our support and love, and when we leave they lose them both.  
We can show them as a Catholic Gentleman, the responsibility we have by leaving 
them with Catholic Protection.  And I might add the finest of Catholic protection. 
This will enable them to weather the storms of survival through your love and your 
intelligent management of your assets. 

·  Our annuities can be obtained in 2008 for tax obligations of 2007, but you 
must act quickly. This is a time sensitive decision.  

·  Our Long Term Care is budget friendly and you can modify the plan to 
create you own affordable premium.  

·  Of course, the finest of Life Insurance is available and this is the time to 
look at the safety of a plan from your Brotherhood.  

Wishing you and yours a responsible start to the New Year. I am here for you my 
Brothers and you only. 

Please call me for a quick review and some tax saving advice for 2008.  Drive safely 
and may the Good Lord be with you this new season.  Please call my office at 775-
842-8722 or e-mail me at todd.cabral@kofc.org.   

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent, 
Todd Cabral �
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�

March Ar ticle 

Father McGivney’s Most Important Fraternal Benefit 

When Father McGivney founded the Knights, he wanted local councils to organize 
and conduct fraternal activities to benefit members, the parish and the community at 
large.  He was especially concerned with widows and orphans, because he knew 
firsthand what it meant to lose the father and breadwinner in the family.  His own 
father died when he was a young seminarian.  For Father McGivney, the most 
important fraternal benefit his knights could provide was financial assistance to 
members’  families affected by the untimely death of a breadwinner. 

Father McGivney had a pastor’s heart matched with the penchant for practical 
and effective action.  Under his direction, the Knights of Columbus replaced 
the practice of passing the hat to help a deceased member’s family with a new 
structure that offered Fraternal Benefits to its members.  The pooling of 
premiums at the Supreme Council created the basis for a financially sound 
program, and helped relieve local councils of the burden of supporting its 
widows and their families.  I urge each member to take advantage of this 
valuable program. 

Make no mistake my Brothers we are the competition whether you need a 
$10,000 or a $10,000,000 policy we use a rate of 8.15% on our product; what 
does your company use? When you invest with the Knights of Columbus 
you’ re investing in making Your Church, Your Community, and Your World 
a much better place. May God bless you and keep you safe. 

Fraternally yours, 
Todd Cabral 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------�

Knights of Columbus Insurance Sets 3 New Records in 2007 
(Insurance in Force tops $66 Billion – Monthly, Yearly Sales are Best Ever)  

(Supreme Website – 01/02/2008) 

Knights of Columbus life insurance in force reached $66.1 billion at the end 
of 2007, setting a new all-time record, Supreme Knight and Chief Executive 
Officer Carl A. Anderson announced Jan. 2. It was the seventh consecutive 
year of insurance sales growth for the Order. 

“The year 2007 was a very strong year for us,”  Anderson said. “Not only did 
we set a new record for insurance in force, but it was a record year for life 
insurance sales, which totaled $6.564 billion. And December 2007 was our 
best month ever, adding $864.1 million of new life insurance coverage for our 
members and their families. Our insurance sales for December 2007 exceeded 
the amount sold during the entire year in 1978.”  

“ I am very proud of our 1,300 field agents and 130 general agents, who 
worked so hard and so effectively to help Knights protect their families and 
build financial security,”  Anderson continued.  “Our founder, Father Michael 
J. McGivney, believed strongly that we should provide every Catholic man 
with the means to protect his family from financial ruin by offering a sound, 
professionally-run life insurance program.  The size and strength of our 
insurance program is a worthy testament to his far-sighted vision.”  
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(Copied from an article found on the Supreme Council website at kofc.org) 

Remarks by Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson  
at the 2008 March for Life 

(Washington, DC - January 22, 2008) 

Thank you, Nellie, for your tireless energy and devotion to the prolife 
cause. 

We first met 30 years ago at the March for Life and I am proud that 
thousands of Knights of Columbus have volunteered to help stage this 
march over the years. 

We have followed your example.  We help organize Marches for Life all 
across North America - at the West Coast March for Life three days ago in 
San Francisco, in Mexico City last fall, and in the Canadian capital of 
Ottawa each May. 

We gather here today at the beginning of another election year, a year in 
which almost all of the candidates promise "change."  But we have been 
coming to Washington for 35 years asking for change - asking to change 
Roe v. Wade.   

Thirty-five years ago, the Supreme Court imposed a change on our nation 
that is at odds with our history, our Constitution and our humanity.  And it 
is time to change Roe v. Wade. 

Abortion is wrong because abortion hurts everyone.  It takes the life of the 
innocent unborn child.  It victimizes the mother and the father.  It 
compromises doctors and nurses.  It undermines respect for judges.  It 
implicates the taxpayer who pays for it.  It coarsens the society that 
tolerates it.   

No woman should feel that she must have an abortion.  We can find a 
better way.  We can build a society in which every woman and child can 
find the support and care they deserve.  We can build a culture of life.  We 
can give hope to every woman and every child.   

Today I see thousands of helping hands ready to make this hope a reality 
and I know there are millions more.  Together we can bring change.    
Together we can build a new culture of life in our hearts, in our homes, 
and in our laws. 

 

The Sacrament of Confession  

Common Misunderstandings:  

Confession is one of the least understood sacraments in the Catholic 
Church. In reconciling us to God, it is a great source of grace, and 
Catholics are encouraged to take advantage of it often.  

 - What is Confession?  
 - What is its purpose and its effects?  
 - What are its requirements?  
 - Can we confess our sins directly to God, or must we go through a priest?  

Confession as a Sacrament:  

The Sacrament of Penance, commonly called Confession, is one of the 
seven sacraments recognized by the Catholic Church. Catholics believe 
that all of the sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ himself. In this 
case, of Confession, that institution occurred on Easter Sunday, when 
Christ first appeared to the apostles after his Resurrection. Breathing on 
them, he said "Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained" (John 
20:22-23).  

The Marks of the Sacrament:  

Catholics also believe that the Sacraments are an outward sign of an 
inward grace. In this case, the outward sign is the absolution, or the 
forgiveness of sins, that the priest grants to the penitent (the person 
confessing his sins); the inward grace is the reconciliation of the penitent to 
God (which is why the sacrament is also called the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation).  

The  Purpose of Confession:  

The reconciling of man to God is the purpose of Confession. When we sin, 
we deprive ourselves of God's grace. And by doing so, we make it easier 
to sin some more. The only way out of this downward cycle is to repent of 
them, and to ask God’s forgiveness. Then, in the Sacrament of 
Confession, grace can be restored to our souls, and we can once again 
resist sin.  

 

What is required?  

Three things are required of a penitent in order to receive the Sacrament 
worthily:  

1. He must be contrite or, in other words, sorry for his sins.  
2. He must confess those sins fully, in kind and in number.  
3. He must be willing to do penance and make amends for his sins.  

How Often should you go to Confession?  

While Catholics are only required to go to Confession when they are 
aware that they have committed a mortal sin, the Church urges the faithful 
to take advantage of the sacrament often. A good rule of thumb is to go 
once per month. (The Church strongly recommends that, in preparation 
for fulfilling our Easter Duty to receive communion, we go to Confession 
even if we are aware only of venial sin.)  

The Church especially urges the faithful to receive the Sacrament of 
Confession frequently during Lent to help them in their spiritual 
preparation for Easter.  

Why is Confession Necessary?  

Non-Catholics, and even many Catholics, often ask whether they can 
confess their sins directly to God, and whether God can forgive them 
without going through a priest. On the most basic level, of course the 
answer is yes, and Catholics should make frequent acts of contrition, 
which are prayers in which we tell God that we are sorry for our sins and 
ask for his forgiveness.  

But the question misses the point of the Sacrament of Confession. The 
sacrament, by its very nature, confers graces that help us to live a 
Christian life, which is why the Church requires us to receive it at least 
once per year.  

Moreover, it was instituted by Christ as the proper form for the forgiveness 
of our sins. Therefore, we should not only be willing to receive the 
sacrament, but we should also embrace it as a gift from a loving God.  

Yours in Christ - Ray Foster, State Church Director 
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Update on Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen’s Cause for Canonization: 
(Extracted, in part, from an Easter Message received from the Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Foundation) 

Father Andrew Apostoli, C.F.R. and The Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Foundation recently announced that, finally, five-and-a-half years 
after formally opening the Cause for Canonization in Rome, that they have now finished the diocesan phase of the investigation into 
Archbishop Sheen’s life and works. On February 3rd, during a public ceremony known by the Latin name of Postrema Sessio or “next 
stage”, all documents, books and personal testimonies that had been collected for the cause were certified and forwarded to Rome, 
where they will now be examined by the Vatican Congregation for the Causes of Saints.  The documents that were certified included all 
reviews of Archbishop Sheen’s books done by the cause’s Theological Commission, all materials gathered by the Historical 
Commission, and the personal testimonies about the sanctity of the Archbishop given by more than 100 witnesses.  Father Andrew 
stated, “It was truly a special experience to watch as the documents were being tied up with the traditional red ribbon and sealed with 
wax by the main movers of the cause . . .  amidst a thunderous standing ovation by numerous bishops, priests and religious, members 
of the Sheen family and many of the faithful who were present.  I could almost liken it to the applause of the people during one of the 
Archbishop’s public talks when he was still alive.  But this was even more special because we were celebrating Archbishop Sheen’s life 
which was then taking an important step forward, God-willing, towards beatification and canonization. (NOTE: Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen was a member of the Knights of Columbus.) 
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Papal Visit to Washington D.C. and New York City 
The following information was extracted from the Supreme Council and Nevada State Council web-sites and/or EMAIL articles 

Pope Benedict XVI will be visiting the United States from 15 to 20 
April, 2008.  He will be visiting Washington D.C. and New York City.  
In conjunction with his visit, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council 
has been planning several events, media broadcasts, and other functions.  
Some of these are highlighted, below. Additional information 
concerning the Pope’s visit is also available on a special new website at 
www.papaltrip.org. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Telecast to Preview Pope’s Visit to United States 

Supreme Knight Car l Anderson to host a panel of papal exper ts  
on a program to air  on 13 Apr il.  

(From an Article on 3/24/08) 
 

The Knights of Columbus has announced that it will 
sponsor a nationally-broadcast television discussion 
program previewing Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to the 
United States in April. 

The broadcast on Sunday, April 13 will feature a lively 
discussion of Benedict©s three eventful years as Pope, his 
long career as a renowned theologian, and a look at the 
themes he is likely to stress during his trip to America, 
which begins on April 15. The show – entitled A Journey 
of Hope – will air two days before Benedict arrives in 
Washington. 

The panel of experts featured in the program will include: 

·  Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, a member or 
consultor to five pontifical councils, and a former member of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights; 

·  Cardinal John Foley, who served for many years as the president of the 
Pontifical Council for Social Communications at the Vatican; 

·  Professor David Schindler, Dean of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for 
Studies on Marriage and Family in Washington, D.C., and editor of 
Communio, a journal co-founded by then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger; 

·  Dominican Father Peter Cameron, editor of the Catholic periodical 
Magnificat, and author of the book Benedictus, which provides the reader 
with daily meditations from the voluminous writings of Pope Benedict 
XVI; and 

·  Professor Helen Alvare, who teaches family law at Columbus School of 
Law at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. 

The half hour show will air on Sunday, April 13 on CBS stations in the four 
largest U.S. markets: on New York©s WCBS-TV at 1 p.m. EDT; in Washington, 
D.C., on WUSA-TV at noon EDT; in Chicago on WBBM-TV at noon CDT; and 
in Los Angeles on KCBS-TV at 9 a.m. PDT.  It will also air nationally on the Fox 
Business Channel at 5:30 p.m. EDT/2:30 p.m. PDT. 

In addition, the program will air on a variety of Catholic television outlets, 
including EWTN, the Catholic cable network, and local and regional Catholic 
cable channels and over-the-air Catholic programs.  A complete listing is 
available at www.papaltrip.com, the Knights of Columbus interactive site 
dedicated to coverage of the Pope’s trip to the United States.��

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Supreme Council Seeks Information for  Website 

 (State Council EMAIL - 3/28/08) 

The Nevada State Council forwarded the following message from Brian Caulfield 
Communications Specialist at the Executive Office of the Supreme Knight: 

“The Supreme Council is planning coverage on its Web site of Pope Benedict©s 
trip to Washington, DC, and New York. We would like to feature interesting 
stories about Knights and/or their families. Please send this e-mail along your 
command chain and have anyone respond who may know of Knights who may fit 
into the following categories: 

1. Priests who are Knights who have a significant liturgical role at one of the 
papal Masses --such as master of ceremonies or distributing Communion.  

2. Deacons who are Knights who have similar significant liturgical roles. 

3. Knights who are involved in planning papal events for the New York or 
Washington Archdioceses -- they may work in the chanceries. 

4. Knights and or family members who will be involved in Masses, such as 
bringing up gifts, lectoring, etc. 

5. Children of Knights who will be involved in the trip in any way. 
6. Knights or family members who are educators and will be present when 

the pope speaks at Catholic University about Catholic education. 
7. Knights, Squires or family members who will take part in the youth event 

at Dunwoodie seminary. 
8. Knights, Squires or family members who will take part in the event for 

persons with disabilities at Dunwoodie. 
9. Knights or family members who are delegates or associates at the UN and 

will be at the headquarters when the Pope speaks at the General Assembly. 
10. Knights or family members who are police, firemen or emergency workers 

who will be present when Pope visits Ground Zero. 
11. Anyone related to our Order who has met Pope Benedict, or met him when 

he was Cardinal Ratzinger. 
12. Anyone else related to our Order who may have an interesting story. 

 
Thank you very much for attending to this issue in a timely manner, so I can 
begin planning our coverage.��
 
Brian Caulfield 
Communications Specialist, Executive Office of the Supreme Knight 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A Vote of Confidence 
 (From Supreme Knight, Carl A. Anderson - 3/28/08) 

Recently, Catholic Digest magazine asked a number of Catholic leaders, myself 
included, to share their thoughts on Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to the United 
States. Here is what I wrote: 

“ I think the Holy Father’s visit is a great vote of confidence in the Catholic 
Church in the United States. Pope Benedict’s visit in April, along with the visit 
of Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone at the Knights of 
Columbus convention in Tennessee last August, constitute a clear indication of 
the Holy Father’s interest in, and affection for, the Catholic community here.”  

“The pope’s message throughout his papacy has focused on love, hope and 
working to create a strong culture of life. I’m sure he will elaborate on those 
themes throughout his visit.”  

Pope Benedict is already educating the Knights on these central themes of his 
pontificate and Church renewal. In his greetings to our 125th Supreme 
Convention last August, he summoned us to greater “discipleship” and “service 
to society through acts of charity, care of the poor and the sick, and assistance 
to those in need of any kind, in the spirit of your founder, Father Michael J. 
McGivney.”  

At that same convention, Cardinal Bertone told us: “All of us must have faith in 
this Church to which we belong, and we must be proud to belong to this 
Church.”  

Historically, membership in our Order has been one of the primary ways a 
Catholic man could show pride in his faith. Let us reflect on that as we welcome 
the Holy Father to the United States. As we listen to his teachings, let us renew 
our confidence in our abilities as Knights of Columbus to serve the Church, our 
families, young people and the Holy Father, our bishops and priests. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Poll Shows Overwhelmingly Positive  
View of Pope on Eve of U.S. Visit 

 (From an Article on 3/25/08) 

Americans have an overwhelmingly positive view of Pope Benedict XVI on the 
eve of his visit to the United States, according to a new poll released March 25 
at a Newsmaker event at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C.  The poll 
was commissioned by the Knights of Columbus and conducted by the Marist 
College Institute for Public Opinion between Feb. 25 and March 5, 2008. The 
results were announced by Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. 

By a ratio of four and a half to one (58 percent to 13 percent), respondents said 
that they had a favorable or very favorable view of Pope Benedict.  

To read the entire article visit the following link on Supreme Council web site: 
 http://www.kofc.org/un/news/releases/detail.cfm?id=547470# 
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