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Update on Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen’s Cause for Canonization: 
(Extracted, in part, from an Easter Message received from the Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Foundation) 

Father Andrew Apostoli, C.F.R. and The Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Foundation recently announced that, finally, five-and-a-half years 
after formally opening the Cause for Canonization in Rome, that they have now finished the diocesan phase of the investigation into 
Archbishop Sheen’s life and works. On February 3rd, during a public ceremony known by the Latin name of Postrema Sessio or “next 
stage”, all documents, books and personal testimonies that had been collected for the cause were certified and forwarded to Rome, 
where they will now be examined by the Vatican Congregation for the Causes of Saints.  The documents that were certified included all 
reviews of Archbishop Sheen’s books done by the cause’s Theological Commission, all materials gathered by the Historical 
Commission, and the personal testimonies about the sanctity of the Archbishop given by more than 100 witnesses.  Father Andrew 
stated, “It was truly a special experience to watch as the documents were being tied up with the traditional red ribbon and sealed with 
wax by the main movers of the cause . . .  amidst a thunderous standing ovation by numerous bishops, priests and religious, members 
of the Sheen family and many of the faithful who were present.  I could almost liken it to the applause of the people during one of the 
Archbishop’s public talks when he was still alive.  But this was even more special because we were celebrating Archbishop Sheen’s life 
which was then taking an important step forward, God-willing, towards beatification and canonization. (NOTE: Archbishop Fulton J. 
Sheen was a member of the Knights of Columbus.) 


