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Knights of Columbus
Council 4828 - Fallon, Nevada

Fall 2010                                                                                                                       Volume 12, Issue 1
	2010/2011 Officers

Brad Jackson
Grand Knight
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Richard Gerten
Chancellor
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Jim Shurtliff

Financial Secretary

(775) 423-6911
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Treasurer

(775) 423-4203

Matt Louie
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 (775) 217-2665

Rob Davis
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(775) 867-3482

Pat Laca

Lecturer

(775) 423-2436

Gary Butori

Warden
(775) 867-4767

Matthew Maffi

Outside Guard
(775) 423-8994

James Barry

Inside Guard
(775) 217-0348
Dennis Kathrein

Trustee for 1-Year

(775) 867-3476

Marty Maffi

Trustee for 2-Years

(775) 423-6820

Roland Encarnacion

Trustee for 3-Years

 (775) 423-7133

Bob Greer

District Deputy

(775) 423-6782
Joe Melancon
Insurance Agent

(775) 427-5281 or

(775) 423-9281
	Installation of Officers and Awards Ceremony Dinner

	
	This year, Council 4828 held our annual Installation of Officers Ceremony and Awards Dinner at the Fallon Elk’s Lodge on 4 August.  There was a very good turn out of Knights and family members and a good time was had by all. 

Various certificates were presented by outgoing Grand Knight, Roland Encarnacion for the 2009/2010 Columbian Year.  In addition, Br. Bob Greer presented certificates that had not been previously awarded from the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 Columbian Years.  Awards included Knights of the Month, Knight of the Year, and Family of the Year.
For reference, our new officers are listed in the column to the left of this article.  Congratulations to each of them.  Please provide them with your full support throughout the on-going Columbian Year.



	
	Remember to Keep Christ In Christmas - 2010

	
	Br. Knights, once again, the holiday season is rapidly approaching and Christmas will be here before we know it. Therefore, since this is the Council's last newsletter before the onset of the holidays, it is time to remind all Brother Knights, their families, and everyone else to remember to "Keep Christ in Christmas" this year, as always.

In Spring of 2002, upon the recommendation of Brother Knight and Deacon Kurt Carlson, Council 4828 submitted the following resolution to the Nevada State Council and it was subsequently passed.  Since that time, our Christian beliefs and customs have constantly been attacked, often on a daily basis, and this year has been no better.  Therefore, as we all begin to think about our Christmas giving, let us remember to keep the intent of this resolution in mind:

Whereas, there is a known Knight program of "Keeping Christ in Christmas"

and Whereas, there is a progressive incrementalism of American society that continues to erode any Christian root of Christmas, except for the purchase of gifts

and Whereas, younger generations are in danger of not knowing, through "political correctness," the true meaning of Christmas.
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Be it resolved that:  All Knights and their families, to the best of their conscience, support those businesses, or those communities, that have the courage to continue to display appropriate Christmas images

and be it further resolved:  That all councils read this resolution at their meeting closest to Advent.

Similar to the past few years, throughout Advent, a series of “Keep Christ In Christmas” posters will be displayed in the Council’s two poster frames, adjacent to the Church bulletin board.  Our large “Keep Christ In Christmas” yard banner will also be displayed somewhere on the church grounds.


	Council Birthdays and Anniversaries

	Knights Celebrating Birthdays:
October

Theodore Balash, Dr. Kurt Carlson, Carl Defilippi, John Grainer, Alan Kalt, Patrick Laca, Paul Loop,  and Alexander Scherr
November

James Banzali, Bernard Condon, Clifford Cramer, Rev.  Oliver Curran, Gary Gieratz, Thomas Lukas, John Matarazza, Dennis Mills, Kevin Pasquale,  Robert Smith, and Sheldon Wade
December
Benicsio Leynes, Edward Louie, Joe Melancon, Gregorio Rabina, and Jack Ward
Spouse's Celebrating Birthdays:
October
Edna Beyer, Mary Elizabeth Castro-Mendoza, Candy Cramer, Tina Grainer, Jayne Herr, Susan Imelli, Laura Ulrich, and Carol Walsh
November
Paula Achurra, Sherry Black, Lillian Condon, Angelita Delosreyes, Eloise Enos, Mickey Flores, Sondra Hillery, Barbara Kathrein, Danette Laca, Terri Laca, Linda Larson, and Lolly Leynes 

December

Kate Asjes, Georgia Hanifan,  and Monica Shurtliff
	Couples Celebrating Anniversaries:
October
Victor and Elizabeth Festin, John and Tina Grainer, Dennis and Barbara Kathrein, Tom and Carolyn Lukas, Dennis and Trudy Mills, Nover and Arlene Nicolas, Jeff and Sheila Scholz, and Richard and Josephine Wiersma
November
David and Kate Asjes, Roland and Purita Encarnacion, Michael and Pamela Golding, Ernest and Ann Heying, Gary and Danette Laca, Patrick and Terri Laca, Frank and Kaye Soares, Henry and Carol Trujillo, and Jack and Sandra Ward
December

Louis and Mary Erquiaga, Brad and Laurel Jackson, and Alexander and Judy Scherr

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS go to Br. Victor and Elizabeth Festin who will be celebrating their 25th Wedding Anniversary on 25 October. A special Certificate of Commendation from Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, has been ordered and will be presented by Council 4828 as Victor and Elizabeth celebrate 25 years together.  CONGRATULATIONS!!!

NOTE:  If we have missed any birthdays or anniversaries, please accept our apologies.  Corrections should be provided to our Financial Secretary so he can update the council's records.


	Upcoming Events

	
	Date

10/16-17

10/23

10/31
11/03
11/06
11/07
11/11

11/14
11/14
11/17
11/25
11/28
12/01
12/04
12/03-05
12/15
12/18 (Tentative)
12/24-25
1/08
1/05
1/19
	Event

Tootsie Roll Drive

Pork Feed Dinner

Corporate Communion

Business Meeting

Living Rosary Prayer Service

Corporate Communion

Veteran’s Day (There will be a special Mass at St. Pat’s)

Semi-Annual Parish Blood Drive (K of C Sponsored)

Mass for the Deceased Br. Knights/Corp. Comm.

Business Meeting

Thanksgiving Day

Corporate Communion

Business Meeting

Living Rosary Prayer Service

State Mid-Year Meeting

Business Meeting

St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Dinner/Potluck
Christmas Masses (Ushers Will be Needed) 

Living Rosary Prayer Service 

Business Meeting
Business Meeting
	Where / When

Safeway, WalMart, Raley’s and Louie’s

Moiola Hall / 6:00 Cocktails, 7:00 Dinner

St. Patrick’s Church / 8:00 AM

Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM
Our Lady of Tahoe, Zephyr Cove / TBD
Remember Our Veterans
Moiola Hall / All Day

St. Patrick’s Church / 8:00 AM

Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM

Enjoy your time with family and friends

St. Patrick’s Church / 8:00 AM

Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM 

Reno, NV /  All Weekend
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM

TBD
Remember to Keep Christ in Christmas 
St. Patrick’s Church / 9:00 AM 
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM
Moiola Hall / 7:30 PM


	Pork Feed Dinner
Council 4828 will be holding our annual Fall Festival Dinner on October 23rd.  This year we will be having our normal Pork Feed Dinner with all the trimmings.  Cocktails will begin at 6:00p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:00.  Dinner tickets are $12.00 and can be purchased at the door.  We will also be holding a raffle to support our RSVP Seminarian Support program.  Prizes will consist of various overnight hotel stays and dinners for two at various restaurants and casinos in Fallon, Carson City, Reno, and Sparks.  Tickets will be $1 each or six for $5.


	New Member and Degree Ceremony Information

	Council 4828 hosted a First Degree Exemplification Ceremony On August 18th.  We initiated one new member, Br. Sheldon Wade, into the Order.  We wish to express our congratulations to Br. Sheldon and we welcome him into our Council.
The Knights of Columbus and Council 4828 are in need of new members, so we welcome the opportunity to bring new men into the Order.  We are currently in the process of suspending up to eight members due to non-payment of dues.  In order to meet our membership quota for the year, we have to add seven more new members, plus make up for any suspensions, and we have no pending applications at this time.  Therefore, all Brother Knights are encouraged to invite prospective candidates to submit an application and come join the Knights of Columbus.  Remember that there are a lot of men in our Parish who are not current members of our Order simply because they have never been invited to join us, so let’s all get out there and invite someone else to become a Knight, too.
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Knights of Columbus Insurance - Your Shield for Life

Br. Joe Melancon, FIC 
License:  NV - #680570  CA - #OG87473
Address: PO Box 5160, Fallon, NV  89407       Phone: (775) 427-5281, Fax: (775) 423-9281               EMAIL:  joseph.melancon@kofc.org          

"It is a strange anomaly that men should be careful to insure their houses, their ships, and their merchandise, and yet neglect 
to insure their lives; surely the most important of all to their families and more subject to loss." - Benjamin Franklin

	Membership Growth is Everyone’s Goal: The membership blitz is a tried and true way for councils to increase their numbers. We see these pushes often in March, in celebration of Founder’s Day, and again in October. These drives are successful because brother Knights are more visible than normal, during and after Masses and at special events. We remember to ask each and every Catholic gentleman to join our ranks for the good of the Church, community and Order.

At the beginning of the fraternal year, we set our eyes on the goal of achieving the Star Council Award. This means running many successful and varied programs throughout the year and using this activity to spread the word about the Order. This will bring in new members.

Don’t forget the strength of our life insurance, long-term care and annuities products is also a selling point of membership. For more than 128 years, our insurance has been “your shield for life.” Our ratings are among the best in the business. For the 18th consecutive year, the Knights of Columbus insurance program has earned Standard & Poor’s highest rating, and for the 35th consecutive year, A.M. Best Company has given us its highest financial strength rating. 

I can help not only in explaining to prospects our outstanding insurance products, but also on the many other benefits of becoming a knight.  I will gladly advocate for the Order and for our council. Even better, I can help you feel more comfortable in making the offer of membership to prospects yourself.  As your professional Knights of Columbus insurance agent, I look forward to helping us grow in fraternity.   I can be reached at 775.427.5281.  Call me – let’s talk.

Fraternally, Your Brother and Field Agent

Joseph Melancon
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Knights of Columbus - Protecting Families for Generations 

KC Fraternal Benefits....."Where you have Ownership"!!!
Making a Difference for Life 


	The next edition of the Oasis Knightline will be published in late December or early January. If you have an idea for an article, please submit them to FS Jim Shurtliff at shurtfam@cccomm.net or at 4712 Benson Lane, Fallon, NV 89406 or send them to the Council’s address at PO Box 2545, Fallon, NV 89407.  Submittals should be received by December 16th for inclusion in the newsletter.  Photos (regular or digital) are welcome, too.


	K of C Emblems and Council Jewels (Part 2)
The following information, in part, came from the “Official Knights of Columbus Emblems and Council Jewels” pamphlet (#1910) that is published by the Supreme Council.  It is my intention to include similar articles about the various Officer Jewels in future editions of Oasis Knightline.  Jim Shurtliff – Financial Secretary
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The GRAND KNIGHT is the Chief Executive Officer of the Council and is responsible for all aspects of Council operation. He presides over Council meetings and is ex-officio member of all committees. His emblem, the Anchor carried on a purple ribbon, is indicative of Columbus, the Mariner. It has also been a variant form of the Cross for centuries. His robe is royal purple with a white cincture with silver fringe. A purple mantle with white roll collar is also worn.
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The CHAPLAIN provides spiritual guidance to the Council. His emblem is the Cross, worn on a black ribbon. The robe, too, is black with black trimming and yoke with white projecting collar. The cincture is black with silver fringe. The robe, too, is black with black trimming and yoke with white projecting collar. The cincture is black with silver fringe.
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The DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT acts on behalf of the Grand Knight in his absence. His emblem, the Compass, was also used by Columbus, the Mariner. The Knights of Columbus Compass, with its points being Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism, is known as the Compass of Virtue; its 32 flame-like rays represent the 32 virtues which may be possessed by men. It is hung from a purple ribbon. His robe is the same as the Grand Knight, but without the mantle.
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The CHANCELLOR is the third ranking Council Officer. His emblem is the Isabella Cross, with Skull and Crossbones; it is worn on a black over white ribbon. The Cross is self-explanatory, while the Skull and Crossed Bones are symbolic of man's mortality. The Chancellor wears a black robe trimmed with white and a white cincture with silver fringe. He also wears a black mantle with white roll collar.
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The FINANCIAL SECRETARY records all money transactions, issues and collects bills, issues membership cards, and is otherwise responsible for all financial matters of the Council except those allocated to the Treasurer. His emblem is a Crossed Key and Quill. The Key has always been associated with an office concerned with money, safekeeping and secrecy. The Quill is the symbol of a scribe - a recordkeeper - one who writes letters, documents, etc. This jewel is worn on a white over yellow ribbon. His robe is black, trimmed with black, and a white cincture with silver fringe.
	The RECORDER keeps the minutes of the meetings, conducts correspondence as directed by the Grand Knight, and keeps official historic documents of the Council. In the absence of the Grand Knight and Deputy Grand Knight, he presides at Council meetings. Crossed Quills hung from a white over yellow ribbon are symbolic of his responsibilities for letter and document (records) writing and preservation. His robe is black, trimmed with black, with a white cincture with silver fringe.


	From Our District Deputy – Br. Bob Greer

	Well its autumn already, which is typically a very busy time of year for us Knights.  This year promises to be no different as many events are already scheduled throughout the State and Fallon’s schedule is no different. The annual Tootsie Roll Drive, Founder’s Day and Fall Festival Dinner are coming up and hopefully each of you will say to himself . . . how can I get involved and help out? Help is always needed and is an excellent chance to get together with your fellow Knights for a great time and fraternity.
Membership: Do you ever look around at Mass and wonder if someone you see every week is either a Knight or is interested in joining our order? If you don’t know them, how about taking a moment after Mass and introducing yourself and maybe even bring up the Knights in this conversation to see where he may stand on joining or, if he is a Knight, maybe on making it to a meeting. Getting involved is the key or at least being asked to become a Knight. We are off to a slow membership year so far, so if you’ve thought of asking a friend or someone you see at Mass, please do so!

For the 1st degree members out there, there will be 2nd and 3rd Degrees in Sparks on the twenty-third of October.  Please consider attending this opportunity to advance to full Knighthood. This will be the last chance to move forward for a while because the 2nd and 3rd degree that was scheduled for Fallon in November has been cancelled, due to the close proximity with the one in Sparks.

In closing I would like to pose a question to all of my Brothers that I am sure each of you will answer easily. Do you remember what Fr. McGivney’s dream was and the reason the Knights of Columbus was formed? Of course the answer was to take care of Widows and Orphans of Catholic Men who had passed away.  Some things never change, my brothers, please contact Br. Joe Melancon, our Field Agent, at (775) 427-5281 or EMAIL joseph.melancon@kofc.com.  He would love to meet with each of you to help you ensure your family will be taken care of, in case of your untimely death,  Br. Joe can also review your current policy and make adjustments where necessary. 

Peace be with you and your families my Brothers,  Bob Greer D.D. #3


	From Our Council’s “Church Director” – Br. Tom Lukas

	Brother Knights, the fall season is upon us and we have much to do. This fall we will be building a new manger for the church. The old one rotted away after 20 years of service. So be ready for a day or evening of cutting and screwing some wood together.  Please plan for the Christmas mass schedule now as I will need ushers for all of the masses at St. Patrick’s along with chair setup. You will want a green shirt or jacket for usher duty. It really helps Fr. Tony see and know we are there for him. 

Green shirts are back on sale again. The price is $32 plus $5 for your name. Contact me for a order form. I will submit an order as often as I can. The 4th degree will be selling green sweatshirts again in November, so if you need some easy Christmas presents for your family, this is it.


	Council Tidbits

	Corporate Communions – Council 4828 will be holding a series of three back-to-back  Corporate Communions in October and November.  First we will be holding our normal 5th Sunday of the month Corporate Communion during the 8:00 Mass at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on October 31st.  We will then make a trip to visit Fr. Oliver at Our Lady of Tahoe, Zephyr Cove on Sunday, November 7th.  Finally, we will hold our annual Mass for the Deceased, where we will honor all of our deceased Council members and the deceased members of St. Patrick’s Parish, on November 14th.  All members are encouraged to come to these Masses and wear your green Council shirts or jackets.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Newsletter Sponsorships Needed - Please note that our newsletter’s Sponsor’s Page is still no longer included as part of Oasis Knightline.  As stated in previous newsletter editions, this is not because the sponsorships are no longer needed, but rather, because all of our previous sponsorships expired several months ago.  Therefore, we are still looking for a Br. Knight to step up and volunteer to contact our previous advertisers and reestablish their advertisements for us and also to help us look for some new advertisers to finish filling up our advertising slots.  Our goal is to have the newsletter be completely self-sustaining, so we need to have approximately twenty sponsors.  If you are available to assist in contacting our previous sponsors and/or other local business owners, or if you actually own a business or know of any businesses that might be interested in a sponsorship, please contact FS Shurtliff at 423-6911.  Sponsorships are $25.00 for four quarterly editions of the Oasis Knightline.  The sponsor’s page will also be published on our web-site. The Council reserves the right to review all advertisements prior to publication. (NOTE: we cannot accept advertisements from insurance companies other than K of C insurance agents.)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mass for the Deceased - Our annual Mass for our deceased Brother Knights will be held at St. Patrick’s Church on November 14th during the 8:00 Mass.  As always, this will also be a Corporate Communion, so please wear your green jackets. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Green Jackets and Shirts - Br. Tom Lukas is also putting an order for green Council shirts together.  The cost is $32 each.  You can place your order through Br. Tom or at one of our upcoming monthly business meetings.  In addition, Br. Gary Butori has located a website that has some very reasonably priced jackets/blazers ($49).  Members who are interested should simply go ahead and place their own order at http://www.blazersmen.com/pages/mens_blazer/classic.html.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Seminarian Support – Once again, the Council will be supporting Doroteo “Teo” Rojas as our seminarian from the Reno Diocese through the Supreme Council RSVP program.  Teo is currently in his 4th year as a seminarian and is attending Mount Angel Seminary in St. Benedict, OR.  Please keep Teo in your prayers.  We will publish an updated article about him in a future edition of Oasis Knightline. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Passing of a Loving Spouse – Br. Hank Wnuk’s loving wife, Cora, passed away this past June.  Council 4828 wishes to express our belated sympathy to Br. Hank and the Wnuk family.  Please pray for the repose of Cora’s soul and keep Br. Hank in your prayers, as well.
	2010 Membership Dues in Arrears - Each year our Council incurs “per capita” fees for each of our members from both the Supreme and State Councils.  We also incur “Catholic advertising fees” from Supreme.  These fees are what a large portion of each member’s annual membership dues go to, while the remainder is used for our various good works.  At this time, we still have eight members who haven’t submitted their annual dues for 2010.  Notices of Intent to Suspend have already been forwarded, so if you are one of these Br. Knights, please forward your payment, immediately, in order to avoid pending suspension in December.  If you are having financial difficulties, please let us know so that other arrangements, such as a payment plan, can be made.  Thanks!  The new Billing Statements for 2011 will be forwarded in December.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On-line Data Access - If you have access to the internet and/or EMAIL and haven’t yet provided the Council with your EMAIL address, please forward it to the Financial Secretary as soon as possible.  He has been sending out routine EMAILs with prayer requests and tidbits of other information for the past few years, and you are missing out.  In addition, use of EMAIL notification for certain announcements and reminders helps the council save money in copying and mailing fees.  Your cooperation would be greatly appreciated.  Submit your address to FS Shurtliff at shurtfam@cccomm.net.  Addresses will only be used for official Knights of Columbus business. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Council Web-Master Needed – Due to other commitments, Financial Secretary Shurtliff has been unable to properly maintain and update the Council’s website for quite some time.  Therefore, we are still looking for another Br. Knight who might be interested in taking over as the webmaster for the website.  If you are interested, please contact FS Shurtliff at 423-6911 or shurtfam@cccomm.net.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Living Rosary Services - Br. Knights are reminded that Council 4828 is still sponsoring Living Rosary prayer services on the 1st Saturday of each month.  Over the past several months, the turnout has been very dismal, with only two or three Br. Knights showing up to pray for an end to abortion and for protection of life in all stages.  We can do better!!!  All Brother Knights and parish members are encouraged to attend and to bring their families and invite another fellow parishioner, as well.  The services are held at 9:00 a.m. at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Fallon.  If you have any questions, or want more information, contact contact Br. Richard Gerten at 428-2899, Br. Jeff Scholz at 423-4771, or Br. Jim Shurtliff at 423-6911. 
------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Fraternal Surveys for 2010 – The annual survey of Fraternal Activity will be forwarded with the December mailing.  This survey is very important to our Order, so it is critical that we receive a response from each Br. Knights.  Therefore, please start thinking about the services you have provided to the church, the council, the community, your own family members, local youth groups, etc. during the past year and be prepared to complete and submit your Fraternal Survey when you receive it in December.  Remember that our Order is based on charity, so we all should strive to donate our time and talents in one way or another throughout the year.


	Pope Benedect XVI to Canonize Six New Saints

	Vatican City, Oct 16, 2010 / 11:27 am (CNA/EWTN News).- With the approach of the Oct. 17 canonizations of six saints, excitement is rising in the streets of Rome. Often wearing distinctive dress, pilgrims who have gathered for the event include devotees of the first Australian saint and the first Canadian-born male saint.
The day before the event, St. Peter's Basilica was adorned with large-scale images of those who will be the Church's six newest saints.

Four religious sisters, a religious brother and a priest will be canonized in the morning ceremony in St. Peter's Square with Pope Benedict XVI himself presiding. Pilgrims have been filling Rome for days. Many stand out in their colored caps or scarves that show whom they have come to see "raised to the altars."

An estimated 8,000 people have traveled from the other side of the world to see the official recognition of Australia's first saint, Bl. Mary MacKillop. At the age of 24 she co-founded the Congregation of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart, which still continues to carry out her motto "never see a need without doing something about it." She will be known as St. Mary of the Cross.

Cardinal Archbishop George Pell of Sydney, Australia said that she deserved to be the nation's first saint. He described her as a "fine Australian and an outstanding Catholic" in a Sunday Telegraph article to be published on Oct. 17 also in L'Osservatore Romano.

Br. Andre Bessette of Montreal, Canada will make history as the first Canadian-born man to be named a saint. On Oct. 15, Canada-based Salt and Light television premiered their new documentary on "the miracle man of Montreal." The show is called "God's Doorkeeper: St. Andre of Montreal."

The professionally made film follows Br. Andre from his humble beginnings to his funeral, which drew one million people to the enormous St. Joseph Oratory he built in Montreal. A doorkeeper driven by a deep devotion to St. Joseph, Br. Andre worked many miracles attributed to the saint's intercession. The film shows images of an entire wall at the oratory basilica covered in the crutches of those he helped to heal.

A Polish priest, Fr. Stanislaw Soltys, will also be canonized. President of Poland, Bronislaw Komorwski, and four of the nation's highest Catholic prelates made a visit to the Vatican on the ceremony's eve.

Among them was John Paul II's personal secretary, Cardinal Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow. They met with Pope Benedict XVI on the eve of the canonization, which coincided with the 32nd anniversary John Paul II's election to the papacy.

The remaining three saints include two Italians, Poor Clare Sr. Camilla Battista Varano and Sr. Giulia Salzano of the Catechist Sisters of the Sacred Heart. Sr. Candida Maria de Jesus Cipitria y Barriola, the Spanish foundress of the Congregation of the Daughters of Jesus, rounds out the "Class of 2010."


	Br. André Bessette of Montreal – The First Canadian-Born Male Saint

	Born Alfred Bessette to a poor family in Mont-Saint Grégoire, Québec, and orphaned at the age of 12, Brother André entered the Congregation of the Holy Cross and was called to spend his days receiving guests and visiting the sick and afflicted. He was credited with many miraculous healings and cures, but Brother André insisted that these graces were received through the intercession of St. Joseph. This devotion led him to found St. Joseph’s Oratory, the world’s largest shrine dedicated to the Patron of the Universal Church.

On October 17th, Brother André Bessette, who was declared “Blessed” in 1982, will be canonized by Pope Benedict XVI, becoming the first Canadian-born male saint.  In honor of this historic event, Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson has called on Knights throughout the Order to join their Canadian brothers in celebrating Brother André’s life and virtue through the following three important initiatives related to Brother André:

1. A “Brother André Membership Campaign,” which will run from Oct. 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011. Every brother Knight who recruits a new member will receive a special commemorative medallion of the new saint.

2. Councils are asked to conduct First Degree Exemplifications Honoring Brother André during the same time period, using the special membership certificates with the new saint’s image.

3. A Novena to Brother André will take place in the days leading up to the canonization, from Oct. 9-17, with a newly printed prayer card.  The Novena is as follows:
“God our Father, you gave Brother André of Montreal, your humble servant, a great devotion to St. Joseph and a special commitment to the sick and the needy. May the example of his life and ministry inspire us to ever-greater works of charity, in generous service to our brothers and sisters in need. Give us the strength to surrender ourselves to your will, and to be instruments of your loving mercy. Help us to follow Brother André’s example of prayer and love, so that we too may come into your glory. Through the intercession of Brother André, grant the favor I now present (make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
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